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POLICY
MoRTH reviews delayed projects under the NHDP
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) has reviewed all the delayed national
highway projects being developed under the
National Highways Development Programme
(NHDP). In all, there are 87 national highway
projects that have been delayed. Of these, some
have been delayed by more than five years. Most of
these projects are located in Uttar Pradesh. For
instance, work on the 51 km Agra-Shikihabad
section is running 87 months behind schedule. Some
of the major reasons for the road projects being held
up include lack of financial liquidity, nonavailability of land and delay in environmental
clearances.

Two stretches in Assam converted into national
highways
The MoRTH has approved the conversion of two
state highways in Assam into national highways.
These stretches connect Assam with Meghalaya and
Arunachal Pradesh. The first stretch begins at
Tinsukia on NH-15, connecting Naharkatia and
Hukanjuri in Assam, and terminates at Khonsa on
NH-215 in Arunachal Pradesh. It has been named
NH-315A and covers 99 km. The second stretch,
NH-127B covering a stretch of 401 km, begins at
Srirampur on NH-27, connecting Phulbari, Tura,
Rongram, Ronjeng and terminates at Nongston on
NH-106 in Meghalaya.

accidents. The termination order, dated February 18,
2012, was issued as per the Delhi High Court’s
directive to the NHAI. Some of the other reasons for
contract termination included high waiting time at
the toll plazas and subsequent traffic jams, change
in lender without prior permission, and nonsubmission of operation and maintenance
programme to the NHAI for the current fiscal (201112).

Jaypee directed to complete Yamuna expressway
by month-end
The Uttar Pradesh government has asked Jaypee
Infratech Limited to complete the construction work
on the Yamuna expressway by May 31, 2012. The
project was awarded in 2003 by the Taj Expressway
Industrial Development Authority. The expressway
will have a total of six toll plazas. In addition, it will
also have six clover-leaf interchanges and seven
stops for facilities like fuel pumps, shopping, motels
and garages.

Punjab to spend Rs 30 billion on national highways
till 2016
The Punjab government has planned to develop 90
per cent of the national highways into four/six-lane
facilities within the next five years. These national
highways are under the jurisdiction of the state
government and are not covered under the NHDP.

PROJECTS

Some of the stretches to be developed include
the Amritsar-Bathinda, the Bathinda-Rajasthan
border, the Patiala-Bathinda and the DorahaLudhiana sections. The estimated cost of the project
is Rs 30 billion. Work on the project is likely to
commence by October 2013 and finish by 2016.

Delhi High Court directs NHAI to amicably resolve
issues with DGSCL

Delhi government clears Phase II of Barapullah
road worth Rs 5.3 billion

The Delhi High Court has directed the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) to resolve its
dispute with Delhi-Gurgaon Super Connectivity
Limited (DGSCL) by May 30, 2012. In end-February
2012, the Delhi High Court put a stay on the NHAI’s
termination notice against the concessionaire of
Delhi-Gurgaon expressway.

The Delhi government has planned to extend the
elevated Barapullah road, from the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium to INA Market. The project, which
will be taken up under Phase II of the Barapullah
road project, is estimated to cost Rs 5.3 billion.

The NHAI cited an increase in the number of
accidents as one of the reasons for terminating the
contract. The concessionaire has, however, blamed
speeding, drunk driving and unauthorised
pedestrian crossing for the rise in the number of

The 2.5 km six-lane road includes ramps and
loops on the Ring Road, Lala Lajpat Rai Marg,
Bhism Pitamah Marg and Aurobindo Marg. Work is
expected to begin by end-2012 and is likely to be
completed in two years. The Delhi government is
also planning to extend the elevated road to Mayur
Vihar in east Delhi under Phase III of the project. A
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study is currently being undertaken by the state’s
public works department.

Delhi government approves projects to ease traffic
on Outer Ring Road
The Delhi government has approved four projects
worth Rs 22.4 billion to ease traffic on the Outer
Ring Road. The first project involves the
construction of a 3.3 km elevated road between
Vikaspuri and Meera Bagh, at an estimated cost of
Rs 5.6 billion. The second project will see a 2.6 km
elevated
road
being
constructed
between
Mangolpuri and Madhuban Chowk at a cost of Rs
4.23 billion. The third project entails the
construction of a 2.6 km elevated road between
Madhuban Chowk and Mukarba Chowk, and is
likely to cost Rs 4.22 billion. The last project
involves the construction of a six-lane road covering
8 km between Mukarba Chowk and Wazirabad, at
an estimated cost of Rs 8.33 billion.

MSRDC approves Thane creek bridge expansion
The Maharashtra State Road Development
Corporation (MSRDC) has approved the expansion
of the Thane creek bridge in Mumbai. The bridge
connects Mumbai with Navi Mumbai. The project
will involve the construction of two 1.8 km bridges
of three-lanes each on either side of the existing
bridge. The MSRDC will seek funds amounting to
Rs 6 billion from the City and Industrial
Development
Corporation,
the
Mumbai
Metropolitan Region Development Authority
(MMRDA) and the central government, under the
Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission.

Essar to supply bitumen for L&T’s road project in
Gujarat
Larsen & Toubro (L&T) and Essar Oil Limited have
signed an MoU for procurement of high quality
bitumen. The bitumen will primarily be used for
projects in Gujarat. As per the agreement, Essar will
supply about 15,000 metric tonnes of bitumen to
L&T.
The material will be supplied from Essar’s
Vadinar refinery, and will be used for the KandlaMundra and the Samakhiali-Gandhidham road
projects. The supply could also be extended to the
Kishangarh-Udaipur-Ahmedabad road project,
which is being developed on an engineering,
procurement and construction basis by L&T.

Work on flyover under the VijayawadaMachhlipatnam stretch to begin by August 2012
The NHAI is likely to begin work on the Benz Circle
flyover in Vijayawada by August 2012. The six-lane
major bridge will be constructed from Screw bridge
to Stella College centre. Currently, the section
witnesses a daily traffic of over 57,000 passenger car
units. The work is part of the four-laning of the 64.6
km Vijayawada-Machhlipatnam section of NH-9 in
the state. The project is being developed under
Phase III of the NHDP on build-operate-transfer
(toll) basis. The project is likely to cost Rs 6.1 billion
and is being developed by Madhucon Projects
Limited.

BSRDC receives eight proposals for construction of
Ganga Path
Bihar State Road Development Corporation Limited
(BSRDC)
has
received
eight
requests-forqualification proposals for the construction of the
20.5 km Ganga Path, from Digha to Didarganj, in
Patna. The players who have shown interest include
Gammon Infrastructure Limited, NCC Limited, and
Reliance Infrastructure Limited. The project is likely
to cost Rs 22.35 billion and will be implemented on
a design-build-finance-operate-transfer (toll) basis.
Work on the project is expected to begin in 2013 and
finish by 2016.

MoEF questions viability of Upper Ganga canal
expressway project
The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF)
has questioned the viability of the 147.8 km Upper
Ganga canal expressway project in Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand. The project involves the
acquisition of 760 hectares of forest land. Further,
there is an existing parallel stretch (NH-58) to the
proposed stretch.

MMRDA to complete Eastern Freeway project by
December 2012
The MMRDA has stated that the 16.8 km Eastern
Freeway project in Mumbai will be completed by
end-2012. The Rs 8.47 billion project is being
developed in two stages. The first stage involves
construction of a 9.3 km elevated road between P
D'Mello road and Anik-Panjarpol link road. The
second stage will see the construction of a twin
tunnel connecting Anik area near Sion to the
Panjarpol-Ghatkopar link road.
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Tamil Nadu highways department to take over
maintenance work on grade separators
The MoRTH has allowed the NHAI to hand over
grade separators at Kathipara, Padi and
Koyambedu and the 1.6 km flyover opposite the
International Airport in Chennai to the state
highways department for maintenance. Further, the
NHAI will also hand over pedestrian subways at
Tambaram, Pallavaram and Alandur to the state
department.
As part of the deal, the state highways city roads
division will maintain the grade separators, while
the NHAI will reimburse the expenditures on
maintenance and periodical renewal of the road
surface.

Karnataka government undertakes Nagarahole
tiger reserve bypass project
The Karnataka government has given approval for
the improvement of the 14 km road bypassing the
Nagarahole tiger reserve. The state government has
released Rs 180 million for the same. The project
will provide an alternative route to the
Dammanakatte-Udbur junction stretch of the
Mysore-Mananthavadi road and also reduce the
highway length in the tiger reserve by about 10 km.
The bypass stretch will also connect 11 habitations
with a total population of about 25,000.

RBDCK undertakes survey work for Phase II of
international airport-seaport road project
The Roads and Bridges Development Corporation
of Kerala (RBDCK) has begun survey work for
Phase II of the international airport-seaport road
project. The state government has allocated Rs 450
million for the survey and for Phase I of the project.
The project entails the acquisition of 13.65 hectares
of land. Under Phase I, RBDCK is constructing a
four-lane road between HMT Junction in
Kalamassery and the international airport. The
estimated cost of the project is Rs 6.62 billion.

AWARDS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
UPEIDA appoints consultant for the Agra-Lucknow
expressway
The Uttar Pradesh Expressways Industrial
Development Authority (UPEIDA) has appointed
Redicon India as the detailed project report

consultant for the Agra-Lucknow expressway. The
bid involved seven other consultants and selection
was based on requisite experience and lowest
financial bid. The 365 km expressway is expected to
reduce the travel time between the two cities from
six hours to about three hours.

MoRD to launch PMGSY-II
The Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) is
planning to launch Part II of the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). The proposal will be
submitted to the cabinet in June 2012 for final
approval.
The six states that will be covered under
PMGSY-II include Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Haryana, Nagaland and Rajasthan.
Tribal areas with less than 250 people will also be
covered under the scheme. The central government
is likely to finance 50 per cent of the cost, while the
remaining is expected to come from the state
governments.

FINANCE
Bangalore-Mysore expressway to receive fresh PE
funding
The second round of private equity (PE) funding in
the Rs 40 billion Bangalore-Mysore expressway is
likely to be finalised soon. Some of the PE firms
interested in the project are Standard Chartered
Private Equity, Goldman Sachs and 3i. The project is
being developed by Nandi Infrastructure Corridor
Enterprise Limited (NICE).
In January 2011, NICE raised $100 million from
JP Morgan for the first phase of the project. NICE is
primarily owned (about 80 per cent) by B. F.
Utilities of Kalyani Group.

RInfra reports profit of Rs 15.87 billion during 201112
Reliance Infrastructure Limited (RInfra) has
reported a net profit of Rs 15.87 billion during 201112 as compared to Rs 15.52 billion during 2010-11,
an increase of 2.26 per cent. The company’s total
income stood at Rs 250.33 billion as compared to Rs
159.13 billion, marking an increase of 57.3 per cent.
The total expenditure was reported to be Rs 218.93
billion, an increase of 57.37 per cent as compared to
Rs 139.12 billion during the same period.
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