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18
Changing Dynamics

Draft telecom bill covers much ground, but several gaps remain

The government has finally released the draft Indian
Telecommunication Bill, 2022 for public consultation.
The proposed bill will have long-term implications
for the entire economy, especially with 5G being
deployed and 6G in the offing. However, the draft bill
has sparked industry-wide debates, with stakeholders
asserting that while it addresses certain issues, it also
includes some retrograde and investor-unfriendly
propositions. In this scenario, public consultation is
very much required to come up with a stable and for-
ward-looking policy. 
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The sixth edition of the India Mobile Congress
(IMC) witnessed a key milestone with the launch of
5G services in India. During the event, all three pri-
vate telcos – Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and Vodafone
Idea Limited – unveiled their 5G roll-out plans.
Under the theme, “New Digital Universe”, partici-
pants discussed, deliberated and showcased the latest
technology innovations in fields such as 5G, AI, IoT,
edge computing and Industry 4.0. A glimpse into the
major launches and demonstrations that are set to
shape India’s digital landscape in the coming years.
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Telefocus: Cybersecurity 54

Cybersecurity concerns have grown drastically, owing to
the accelerated pace of digital transformation and the
rapid rise in the number of devices across organisations.
Large-scale deployments of next-generation technologies
such as IoT, cloud computing and virtualisation have fur-
ther exacerbated cybersecurity vulnerabilities. This not
only allows cyber-criminals to access personal user data,
but also jeopardises the security of sensitive government
data. Thus, it has become imperative for enterprises, tele-
com operators and equipment vendors to collaborate and
strengthen their defence mechanisms against cyberattacks. 
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