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Ports in India
Mission

The past year has been eventful, yet difficult for the ports sector. In March this year, the Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020 was introduced in Parliament to
empower major ports for greater efficiency on account of full autonomy in decision-making. With this, the long pending industry demand of modernising
the institutional structure for major ports has finally been met. 

The outbreak of Covid-19 has, however, presented unparalleled challenges and impacted the sector in multiple ways - limited workforce availability,
unclaimed import cargo lying at ports, restrictions on vessels calling at ports, delays due to compliance requirements, blank container sailings, etc. Most
of the private ports and terminals also invoked the force majeure clause.

Cargo throughput at ports has been severely hit due to subdued global trade volumes. The major ports handled about 705 mt of traffic during 2019-20,
less than their annual target of 725 mt. During April-August 2020, major ports handled 245 mt of traffic, registering a decline of 16 per cent over April-
August 2019. With regard to non-major ports, during April-August 2020, the traffic declined by 17 per cent vis-à-vis the corresponding period in 2019.

A slew of measures such as the deferment of revenue share for PPP terminal operators, extension of free storage time, exemption from container detention
charges on exim shipments, waiving of the late fee and reduction of pilotage and berth hire charges were initiated. The ministry also issued specific
guidelines with regard to cost escalations for PPP projects on account of the pandemic.

While the sector continues to grapple with the Covid-19 induced slowdown, ports have made sure they carve out a way to enhance their operational
efficiency through the adoption of new technology solutions such as e-office and e-passes for electronic cargo clearance. 

Meanwhile, the existing technology solutions such as container scanners, automated gates and delivery orders and the launch of SWIFT and ICEDASH
for a single-window customs interface helped operators sail through these difficult times.

While global headwinds and disruptions in the supply chain are expected to impact traffic at ports at least in the near to medium term, the MoS is expected
to soon launch its Maritime Vision for 2030 with an aim to make port charges competitive and give a fillip to inland waterways, shipbuilding and cruise
tourism. The ministry also plans to bring in the landlord model for all ports, which will see ports being operated by private players.

The sector continues to offer substantial opportunity under the Sagarmala programme, inland waterways and coastal shipping. The National Infrastructure
Pipeline (NIP) has projected a capital expenditure of Rs 1.21 trillion for the ports sector during the period up to 2024-25. 

Having said that, for effective and timely execution of projects, the process for obtaining clearances, land acquisition, etc., needs to be fast-tracked. The
creation of adequate infrastructure (connectivity, draught, etc.) as well as access to finance will be a key enabler for projects and for investments. Besides,
acceleration of digitalisation must be a top priority in the post-Covid-19 era.

The  mission  of  this  conference  is  to  highlight  the  emerging  trends  and  new  initiatives  in  the  ports  sector,  understand  the  impact  of  Covid-119  on
operations,  projects  and  investments,  discuss  the  impact  and  progress  of  key  government  programmes,  and  identify  the  key  strategies  and  solutions
relevant  in  the  post-CCovid  era.  The  conference  will  also  showcase  best  practices  and  emerging  technology  and  equipment  solutions.

Target Audience

The  event  is  expected  to  draw  participation  from  executives,  managers  and  decision-mmakers  from:

- Major and minor ports - Renewable energy developers
- State port departments - Insurance and pension fund companies
- Dredging companies - Legal firms
- Consultancy organisations - Commercial banks
- Surveyors and investigators - Maritime boards
- Investors/Private equity firms - Contractors
- Industry analysts - Shipping companies
- Financial institutions - Equipment manufacturers
- Private and public port operators - Logistics companies
- Captive port and jetty operators - Tax advisory firms
- Technology providers - Management consultants
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AGENDA/STRUCTURE

RECENT  TRENDS,  CHALLENGES,  IMPACT  OF  COVID-119  AND  OUTLOOK  IN
LIGHT  OF  COVID-119

What have been the key trends and developments in the ports sector?
What are the key issues and challenges?
What has been the overall impact of Covid-19 on the sector?
What has been the industry response to the pandemic? What will be key
priority areas in the post-Covid world? What is the outlook for the sector?

GOVERNMENT  PERSPECTIVE:  TOWARDS  VISION  2030
What has been the progress so far? What are the new requirements that
have emerged during the Covid-19 outbreak?
What are the government's plans & target under the Maritime Vision for 2030?
What are the key requirements for the modernisation, mechanisation and
digital transformation of ports under the Sagarmala programme?
What will be the key priority areas in the post-Covid era?

SAGARMALA  PROGRAMME:  PROGRESS  SO  FAR,  COMPLETION  TIMELINES
AND  CHALLENGES  

What is the component-wise progress of Sagarmala programme?
What are the targets and timelines?
What are the key issues and challenges faced in project implementation? 

DEVELOPER/OPERATOR  PERSPECTIVE:  EXPERIENCE,  CONCERNS  AND
FUTURE  STRATEGIES  

What has been the experience so far?
What has been the impact of Covid-19 on operations and capacity
addition plans?
What are their expectations from the government and port trusts?
What are the unresolved issues and challenges?

DIGITAL  TRANSFORMATION  OF  PORTS:  PROGRESS  SO  FAR,  IMPACT  OF
COVID  AND  FUTURE  POTENTIAL

Which are the areas that have recorded a great deal of progress and which
are the areas that are currently lacking?
What has been the impact of Covid-19 on port modernisation projects?
What steps are the port authorities taking to deal with cybersecurity threats?
How are the ports gearing up to increase the level of technology adoption
in the post-Covid world?

PORT  USERS'  AND  CUSTOMERS'  PERSPECTIVE:  EXPERIENCE  AND
EXPECTATIONS

How has the customer experience at Indian ports evolved over time?
What are the new and emerging requirements? What are the key issues
and concerns?
What are their expectations from port operators?

FOCUS  ON  TRADE  FACILITATION:  CUSTOMS  EXPERIENCE,  ISSUES  AND
FUTURE  DEVELOPMENTS

What steps have been taken for customs procedures facilitation at Indian
ports, especially in light of Covid-19?
What are the key issues and challenges?
What are the new and upcoming initiatives?

OPPORTUNITIES  IN  COASTAL  SHIPPING  
What is the current scenario with regard to the movement of goods
through coastal shipping?
What steps have been taken to promote coastal shipping?
What is the future outlook?

GREEN  PORTS:  NEW  REQUIREMENTS,  KEY  INITIATIVES  AND  FUTURE
PLANS

What steps/initiatives have been undertaken by port authorities to meet
energy requirements through green sources?
What steps have been undertaken to meet IMO green norms on vessels
plying in domestic waters?
What new initiatives or developments can be expected in the next few
years?

FOCUS  ON  INLAND  WATERWAYS:  EXPERIENCE  SO  FAR,  UPCOMING
OPPORTUNITIES  AND  FUTURE  POTENTIAL

What has IWAI's experience been so far? What is the current scenario with
regard to the movement of goods through inland waterways?
What are the key steps that have been taken to promote the transportation
of cargo through inland waterways, both intra-country and inter-country
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar)?
What are the issues and challenges?
What is the future outlook?

NEXT-GGEN  TECHNOLOGIES  AND  AUTOMATION  SOLUTIONS  (COVID  AND
POST-CCOVID  ERA)

Automated gates with optical character recognition
Artificial intelligence (AI), 
Big data and cloud computing,
Blockchain and machine learning
Drones and robotics, 
Remote sensing and GIS
What are the kinds of automation solutions relevant for the post-Covid
era?
What have been the latest innovations?
What are the global advancements and best practices?
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AGENDA/STRUCTURE (contd…)

Previous Participants
ABB,  ABC  Dubash,  ACO,  Adani  Dahej  Port,  Adani  Hazira  Port,  Adani  Ports,  AddValutech  Services,  Adel  Shipping  &  Logistics  ,  Aditya  Birla  /Dahej
Harbour  and  Infrastructure,  Aeromarine,  Afcons,  Alar  Infrastructure,  Ambuja  Cement,  Angre  Port,  Anvil  Attachments,  Apollo  Tyres,  Arcelor  Mittal,
Arya  Offshore  Services,  ASB  Systems,  Aurotrans,  Avendus  Capital,  Axis  Capital,  BAM  Higgs  &  Hill  LLC,  Baumer,  Beckett  Rankine,  Beumer,  Bharat
Petroleum  Corporation,  BMT  Consultants,  Boskalis,  Bothra  Shipping  Services,  Sarat  Chatterjee  &  Co.  (VSP),  Buhler,  C  and  B  Electronics,  Cargo
Partner  Logistics  India,  Cargotec  India,  Cavotec,  Central  Warehousing  Corporation,  Chennai  Port  Trust,  Chettinad  Mangalore  Coal  Terminal,
Cochin  Shipyard,  Conceptia  Software  Technologies,  Coresonant  Systems,  COWI,  CRISIL  Risk  and  Infrastructure  Solutions  (CRIS),  Dedicated
Freight  Corridor  Corporation  of  India,  Deepak  Fertilisers  and  Petrochemicals  Corporation,  Deloitte,  Detox  Group,  DHI,  DKC  International  Solutions
LLP,  Dow  Chemicals,  Dredging  Solutions,  ElectroMech,  EMG  Automation  India  M,  ESRI,  Essar  Ports,  Excelsource  International,  Fabritech
Engineers,  FLSmidth,  Fugro,  Gandhi  Automations,  GE,  Glencore,  Gmmco,  Gopalpur  Port,  H  SA  Legal,  Haitong  Securities,  Hargreaves,  Hill
International  Project  Management,  Hindalco,  Hindustan  Petroleum  Corporation,  HOCHTIEF,  Horizon  Geosciences,  HPCL-MMittal  Pipelines  ,HR
Wallingford,  ICICI  Bank,  ICRA,  IDBI,  IHC  Parts  &  Services  (India),  IL&FS  Maritime,  IMS  Shipping,  India  Futuristic  Marine,  Indian  Oil,  Indian  Port
Rai  Corporation,  Infinium  Solutionz,  International  Seaport  Dredging,  IOT,  IRM  Offshore  and  Marine  Engineers,  ISDPL,  ITD  Cementation,  J.M.  Baxi
&  Co,  Jan  De  Nul,  JCB  India,  JM  Baxi,  JSW  (Dharamtar  Port),Kale  Logistics,  Kanon  Loading  Equipment  B.V.,  Kargwal  Construction,  KCT,  Keller
India,  KfW  Ipex-BBank,  KNK  Ship  management,  Kolkata  Port  Trust,  Konecranes,  Kongsberg  Geoacoustics,  Kongsberg  Maritime  India,  L  &  T
Financial,  L&T  Geostructure,  L&T  Heavy  Civil  Infra,  L&T  Infrastructure  Engineering,  Laxyo  Energy  ,  Lion  Rubber,  Logix  ITS,  Maharashtra  Maritime
Board,  Magnetic  AutoControls,  Mantrana  Maritime  Advisory,  Marine  and  Coastal  Construction  Service,  McElroy  Sales  and  Service  India,  Means
Infrastructure,  Mitsubishi,  Morgan  Stanley,  Mormugao  Port  Trust,  Mumbai  Port  Trust,  National  Instruments,  National  Marine  And  Infrastructure
India,  Norinco,  NYK  Line,  Odfjell,  Oiltech  Engineering,  Paradip  Port  Trust,  Petronet  LNG,  Phillip  Capital,  PortAll,  Portrucks  Equipments,  Pradhan
Engineering,  Prudent  Insurance  Brokers,  PTC  Financial,  PwC,  Reach  Dredging,  Reinforced  Earth  India,  Rites  ,  Rolls  Royce  Marine,  Royal  IHC,
Saab  Technologies,  Sagta,  SBI  Capital  Markets,  Seapole,  Seaport  OPX  Pty/DHI,  Shapoorji  Pallonji  And  Company,  Shardul  Amarchand  Mangaldas
&  Co,  Shoft  Shipyard,  Siemens,  Smag  Peiner  Grabs  (India),  Smiths  Detection  Veecon  Systems,  Sogreah  Gulf,  Sojitz  India,  South  Asia  Gateway
Terminals,  SREI  Finance,  Sterling  and  Wilson,  Strata,  Sungrow,  Sunil  Chemical,  Supra  Engineering,  Takraf,  Tata  Steel,  TCS,  TIL,  Touax  Texmaco
Railcar  Leasing,  Tramin  Research  &  Consulting,  Transin  Logistics,  Trelleborg,  Tuticorin  Port,  Ultra  Tech  Environmental  Consultancy  &  Laboratory,
Unison  Insurance  Broking  Service,  V&V  Comptech,  V.O.  Chidambaranar  Port  Trust,  Van  Oord,  VE  Commercial,  Vedanta,  Volvo  Group  India,  Volvo
Penta,  Vopak,  Wartsila,  WSP  Group, etc.
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PROJECT  SHOWCASE:  PLANS,  PROGRESS  AND  OPPORTUNITIES
Greenfield  ports
Container  terminals
Smart  port  cities
Dredging
Port  connectivity,  MMLPs  and  FTWZs
Others

- What are some of the noteworthy projects (under
implementation/awarded)?

- What are the targets and timelines? What are the new opportunities and
investment requirements?

- What are the key issues and challenges?

IMPROVING  PRODUCTIVITY:  SPOTLIGHT  ON  PORT  HANDLING  EQUIPMENT
What are the key challenges faced in terms of improving productivity? 
What innovative port handling equipment can be deployed to improve
productivity?
What are the global advancements?

EMERGING  AREAS:  CRUISE  TOURISM,  ROLL-OON,  ROLL-OOFF,  SHIPBUILDING
AND  SHIP-RREPAIR

What are the new emerging areas of growth for Indian ports (roll-on, roll-
off, cruise shipping, shipbuilding and ship-repair)?
What are the upcoming projects and opportunities?
What are the key issues and challenges?
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What differentiates our conferences?

The agenda is developed by our researchers, who track the sector round the year. It is thus relevant and topical. It is

not driven by a particular organisation and does not have a particular slant.

The speakers are professionals and experts involved in the sector, not a mix of ambassadors, ministers, celebrities and

business owners.

The conferences do not just comprise panels and speeches; they provide a good mix of expert  presentations  and case

histories, and of course panel  discussions.

We have representation  from across  the  country, as is the case at our physical conferences too.

Each stakeholder  group – policymakers, developers, financiers, consultants and relevant  NGOs – is represented at our

conferences.

The moderators merely ask the questions. The stars  are the speakers  themselves.

The sessions  begin  and  end  on  time.

There is adequate time for a Q&A  session  with each  speaker. These are not “hit and run” speeches.

The delegates  are professionals  who are vested in the sector, and are not just assembled through social media.

A recap  of the conference is also made available to reinforce the key takeaways.

Delegate benefits (Virtual Conference)

Direct interaction with senior speakers (Q&A facility)

Easy connectivity to geographically dispersed delegates (click of a mouse)

Cost effective (lower ticket price as compared to a physical conference)

Offers flexibility and convenience 

Access to conference recording

Recap of conference sessions

Contributes to sustainability and lower carbon footprint

Benefits of sponsorship (Virtual Conference)

E-Meet influencers and decision-makers/

Reach out to and engage with new or active prospects

Generate high quality sales leads

Increase brand recognition

Target a captive and engaged audience

Drive website traffic through social media promotions

Position your company as the thought-leader in your industry
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Registration Fee

INR GST@18% Total  INR Total  USD

1  Login 9,000 1,620 10,620 150

2  -  3    Logins 15,000 2,700 17,700 250

4  -  5  Logins 21,000  3,780 24,780 350

6  -  9  Logins 27,000 4,860 31,860 450  

10  -  20  Logins 33,000 5,940 38,940 550

There  is  a  25  per  cent  discount  before  November  4,  2020

GST  @18  per  cent  is  applicable  on  the  registration  fee.

Registration  will  be  confirmed  on  receipt  of  the  payment.  

Organisers

The conference is being organised by India  Infrastructure  Publishing, the leading provider of information on the infrastructure sectors in India. The

company publishes Indian  Infrastructure  magazine. It also publishes the Ports  in  India,  Dredging  in  India,  Container  Market  in  India  and Logistics  in  India,

research reports; Ports  &  Shipping  News (a weekly newsletter) and the Ports  Directory  and  Yearbook.
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Please  send  wire  transfer  payments  to:
Beneficiary India Infrastructure Publishing Private Limited 
Bank Name The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Ltd
Bank Address R-47, Greater Kailash-1, New Delhi-110048, India

Bank Account No. 094179587002
Swift Code HSBCINBB
IFSC Code HSBC0110006
GSTIN 07AAACI5880R1ZV

Sponsorship 
opportunities are 

available

Payment  Policy:  

Full payment must be received prior to the conference. 

Payments for “early bird” registrations should come in before the last date of discount. Discount offers cannot be combined with any other offer.

Conference fees cannot be substituted for any other product or service being extended by India Infrastructure Publishing Pvt. Ltd.

18th Edition

PORTS IN INDIA
Trends,  IR Initiatives,  New  Opportunities  &  Strategies  for  the  Future    

November 26-27, 2020


